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Highlights

Job vacancies continue to soften

The Skilled Vacancy Index (SVI) (trend) decreased by 7.0% in May 2009 to 35.1 (2007 = 100).
Vacancies fell for all three occupational groups: Professionals (down by 8.1%), Trades (6.6%), and
Associate Professionals (4.3%). In annual terms, the SVI is 62.6% lower than in May 2008.

The Internet Vacancy Index (IVI) (three month moving average) fell in April 2009 (down by 7.7%) to
72.8 (March 2006 = 100). In April 2009, around 194 400 new vacancies were lodged on the four online
recruitment sites (SEEK, MyCareer, CareerOne and Australian JobSearch) on which the IVI is based.
In annual terms, the VI is 48.3% lower than in April 2008.

Vacancies fell for all of the eight occupational groups with the largest decreases for Technicians and
Trades Workers (down by 10.9%), Professionals (down by 8.5%), Clerical & Administrative Workers
(down by 8.0%) and Managers (down by 7.0%). (See page 3)

In April 2009, the Northern Territory was the only State or Territory to experience growth in vacancies
(up by 0.5%) indicating the broad impact of the downturn. The largest falls in vacancies were recorded
for South Australia (down by 11.7%), Queensland (down by 9.9%), Tasmania (down by 8.1%) New
South Wales (down by 6.6%) and Victoria (down by 6.5%). (See page 6)
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