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Disclaimer
DEWR strives to treat Indigenous cultures and beliefs with 
respect. To some communities it is distressing and offensive 
to depict or name persons who have died. Indigenous persons 
who may be offended are warned that this issue may contain 
such material.

Contact DEWR
Feedback and suggestions for stories are most welcome.  
Please email your comments to the Employment and Business 
News editor at ebn@dewr.gov.au.

Design: Employment Communications Branch  
Graphic Design Team.

This magazine is published on Revive 130gsm— 
an Australian-made recycled paper.

Recycled Content

Editorial
Welcome to the third edition of Employment and Business 
News. We’re pleased to be bringing you a magazine full of 
good news—Indigenous people finding work and making 
careers for themselves.

The Jobs Careers Future Awards recognise people and 
organisations who help Indigenous job seekers find work.  
The awards were held on 2 November, and you can see all  
the individual winners on page 6.

Getting a job isn’t always plain sailing. One of the best ways 
to give yourself a head-start is to get some training that’s 
related to the job you want. In this issue, we’ve got lots of 
stories about people who have done training in the area they 
wanted to work in—and got the job!

We’d love to know what you think of the magazine, and  
what you like to read about. Our reader survey is enclosed—
please drop us a line and let us know how we’re going.

If you’ve got a good story that should be in the  
magazine, please let us know. You can email  
us at ebn@dewr.gov.au.

Thanks for reading.

Wage Assistance
Andy Buckman is 19 years old, and is from Mollymook on the 
NSW south coast. While he was at high school, he did some 
work experience with Graham Parsons, a plumber in Ulladulla,  
a few kilometres away.

Andy loved working as a plumber, and knew that this was what 
he wanted to do when he finished school.

But plumbing apprenticeships are hard to come by in Mollymook. 
So when he finished school, Andy registered with the Ulladulla 
Job Network member, Wesley Uniting Employment.

Wesley Uniting told Andy about a service called Wage Assistance. 

Wage Assistance means that when you get a full-time job,  
your boss may be able to get up to $4400 to help pay your wages. 
If you get a part-time job, your boss may be able to get up to 
$2200. Both of these are for up to 26 weeks.

Andy got a Wage Assistance card, and went to see Graham Parsons. 
He explained how Wage Assistance would help to pay his wages.

‘At first he wasn’t sure, but I kept on hassling him,’ says Andy. 
Graham says he wouldn’t have been able to give Andy the job 
without Wage Assistance.

‘We interviewed Andy first because it’s a big responsibility.  
I’m really glad for the Wage Assistance in slow times in a  
small town. But I would do the same again,’ says Graham.

‘We’re lucky, he’s a good worker.’ 

You can get Wage Assistance too. You must let Centrelink know 
you’re unemployed, and, if you’re over 21, you have to be getting 
income support payments. You may also be able to get Wage 
Assistance if you’ve just left CDEP. Talk to your local Centrelink 
office or call 1802 102.  
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