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Confirmed: Labor's plan to abolish youth wages

The federal Labor Party has today voted agai nst age based youth wages in

Austral ian Workpl ace Agreenents (AWA's) under the Workpl ace Rel ati ons Act 1996.
They have been supported by the Denocrats.

This vote by the federal Labor Party will create |legal uncertainty about the
status of youth wages in sone AWA's - certainty that the governnment regul ation
woul d have given to the jobs of all young people who are enpl oyed under AWA' s.
Labor and the Denocrats have again played politics with the jobs of young
peopl e.

Today's vote by Labor will reignite the youth wages debate between now and the
next federal election.

It is now clear that a Beazl ey Labor governnment plans to abolish age based youth
wages in Australian workplace relations |aws.

And, with such a policy would go hundreds of thousands of jobs of young
Australians who - as the Australian Industrial Relations Comm ssion (A RC) found
| ast year - rely on these youth wages for their jobs.

G ven that the AIRC | ast year reported to the parliament that there is no
feasible alternative to age based youth wages, abolishing them means that young
peopl e woul d be priced out of the | abour market by having to be paid full adult
wages.

Labor’s vote in the Senate today is public confirmation that Labor has gone back
to the Keating governments policy of 1993 - which |legislated to abolish youth
wages from 22nd June 1997 - legislation that woul d have applied fromthat date
had the Coalition not been elected in March 1996.

Today' s vote conmes on back of Labor’s new platform adopted in Hobart earlier
this month which pronised ''conprehensive'' age discrimnation |laws - the sane
devi ce used by the Keating governnment to |egislate the abolition of youth wages
in 1993.

And Deputy Labor | eader Sinmon Crean | et the new Labor plan out of the bag on 9th
July this year when he told Meet the Press that wages for young people shoul d
"'‘not be related specifically to their age.'

Over 400, 000 young Australians are enpl oyed on age based youth wages.

Last Septenber, when Labor was conpelled by public opinion to support government
legislation to retain youth wages Labor attenpted to bury the issue until after
t he next el ection.

Today's vote, to disallow a government regul ati on consequential on |ast year’s

| egi sl ati on, neans that Labor has put the spotlight right back on its plan to
abol i sh youth wages.

Clains by the Opposition in the parlianent today that the governnent regul ation
woul d have prevented the ‘no di sadvantage test’ being applied to AWA's with
youth wages in themis wong. Under the law, the ‘no di sadvantage test’ applies
to all AWA's. The regul ati on has been voted down because Labor and the Denocrats
are parties both hostile to the system of age based youth wages.
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