
Leon Rowe—
“larried” but still 
going strong
In the last issue of Indigenous 
Employment in Action, we featured 
an article on Leon Rowe who works 
as an apprentice chef in Innisfail, 
Queensland. He works at Jagad’s 
Epicurian Emporium restaurant, which 
serves modern Australian cuisine and 
specialises in local produce from far 
north Queensland.

A lot has happened since then. Cyclone 
Larry, a category five cyclone, crossed 
the coastline at Innisfail on 20 March 
bringing with it extreme wind gusts 
of up to 290 kilometres per hour and 
widespread damage and devastation.

When Larry hit, the restaurant was 
forced to shut down for 11 days due to 
water damage and lack of power and 
refrigeration. 

As part of the recovery efforts, owner 
Jeff Baines very kindly set up a kitchen 
in the main street, providing meals for 
emergency services staff and families, 
some who hadn’t eaten in days. 

The kitchen was run by restaurant  
staff as well as ten volunteers from the 
community. Leon was an integral part 
of the operation, helping to cook and 
prepare 1000 meals a day, over six days.

Luckily, the restaurant is back on track 
again and Leon continues to make a 
big impression as he starts his second 
year as an apprentice chef. 

John Roe, former supervising producer 
of SBS TV’s Indigenous news and current 
affairs programme Living Black, has 
been appointed as a member to the SBS 
Community Advisory Committee.

The committee meets regularly to discuss 
issues of relevance to SBS and to give 
advice, raise community concerns and 
give feedback on programming and 
projects to the SBS Board.

John has been appointed as the Indigenous 
representative on the committee. John’s 
role is to provide advice on Indigenous 
issues in Australia and how these issues 
can be addressed through SBS TV and 
radio programming.

The Committee met earlier this year 
and discussed reconciliation issues in 
Australia. 

“I want to educate and inform others 
so they develop an understanding and 
appreciation of Indigenous culture. Once 
we start broadcasting more Indigenous 
content it means that everyone gets to 
know more about our mob,” John said.

John was born in Darwin and his father 
was legendary Darwin AFL player Gerry 
Roe. He is a Rubibi man from the Broome 
area in Western Australia. He was raised 
by his mother Beth and spent time in 
Darwin, Sydney and Canberra while he 
was growing up. 

John has an impressive work history and 
has always had a passion for the media. 
He started as a radio presenter with a 
couple of Canberra community radio 
stations and got his first big break as a 
Saturday night presenter with JJJ (now 
Triple J) in 1986.

In addition to his media work, John 
compered the ATSI Sports Awards in 1999 
and the 2000 National NAIDOC awards in 
Townsville. 

In 2002, he was the events manager for 
the ATSIC v Prime Minister’s XI cricket 
match. He also filmed and edited the event 
for ABC TV.

In 2003, John received an ACT Film and 
Television Council award for best client 
based production and editing work.  
This award recognised his dedication  
and commitment to raising the awareness 
of Indigenous issues.

He now manages the Research and 
Evaluation, Media, Marketing, Indigenous 
Youth Mobility Programme and the 
Communications Unit at Aboriginal 
Hostels Limited in Canberra, ACT.

“Everyone has a different path and we 
need to develop mutual respect and a 
better understanding of each other. I hope 
my role with the committee will help me 
achieve this,” he said. 
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